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CHAI RPERSON JAMES: CGary W Iians.

MR WLLIAMS: Madam Chai rman and Comm ssi on nenbers,
wel conre and fellow Arizonans -- well, first let nme say thanks to

all of you that have supported Indian gamng in this great |and.

My name is Gary Arnold WIlliams and | am from the Gla R ver
i ndi genous comunity. | have recently received by bachelor's
degree in fine arts. The procedures institute that | attended

was the Disney School of Animation, fornerly known as the
California Institute of the Arts. Many hopeful applicants
wor| dwi de apply here every year to the prestigious school of
hi gher | earning and nany are turned away.

In nmy history of the application process 2,000 were
in conpetition for acceptance, only 67 were picked. Af ter
acceptance | later learned | was the only Native Anerica to have

ever been accepted in this programof character aninmation. Since

then | have seen many other applicants start the program but
|ater leave the program due to funding. | use the word
"conpetition" because life is and always will be a conpetition

Fromwhat 1've learned thus far in ny life, education is the best
source of protection to conpete and without this nmy journey would
definitely be different. Wthout the financial assistance of the
Gla Rver Indian casino and the Gla R ver Education Conmttee
this achi evenent woul d not have been possi bl e.

| was raised by the state, Departnment of Econom c
Security to be nore specific, that covers eight foster hones,
shelters and even an institution. Al'l along not once was |
allowed to be placed with ny Native Anmerican Nation of Arizona.
| stand before you today as a recipient of child abuse, denial of
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heritage and culture and denial of self. |  renenber being
| abeled as a problem child, a slow learner and an outsider.
These titles are not easy to forget as a child and one thing I
must nention that kept nme going through all of this is being
hunbl e.

| knew that as long as they didn't kill nme, it was
okay. As long as | could eat tonorrow, it was okay. As long as
the nedication would cease, it would be okay. Many days | have
spent in ny life crying, trying to keep focused, trying to keep
movi ng and knowi ng that sonme day | would be an adult so that ny
choices in nmy life would be mne alone. As | look around ne
today |I'm trying to reconnect with ny people, the very sane
people that | was once deni ed. As an adult, | see ny people
gi ven an opportunity of change.

Thi s change has brought many good things and a change
that will bring many nore. | ask you today, do not deny us this
opportunity, do not deny our children their opportunity in life
and do not deny this great nation of ours an opportunity of
positive history, history we call can be proud of, one that we
all may wite about and share, one that out societies may share
and tal k about. There are issues of heath, education and water,
the very essence to exist that this opportunity is holding in ny
future. Let me be selfish for once. Do not deny ne ny future.
Some day | have hopes of returning for ny master's degree. Sone
day | have hopes of having ny own famly.

One of the nost inportant nmenories in ny life is
returning to nmy community with a bachelor's degree and seeing the
changes that have taken place there. The wheels of change are
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turning and I'm especially glad to see them So, please, | ask
you to let the change continue, let us all mke a positive
history together, my all vyour steps be positive and your
relati ons be ones of enjoynent. Thank you, very nuch.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Thank you. Al exis Johnson.
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